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Between the conception and the creation:
Uncertainty, commitment, and the innovation of penicillin

Penicillin represents both one of the most signifi- -
cant medical breakthroughs of the modern era, and
one of the most widely known and misrepresented
histories of scientific discovery. Historical narratives
of scientific discovery and innovation typically focus
on the roles of chance and insight. Lesser roles are & =
granted to the efforts and accomplishments needed
to convert those insights into shared facts, artifacts,
and institutions. However, recalling T.S. Eliot, be-
tween the idea and the reality, the conception and
the creation, falls the shadow.
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This talk draws from historical records of those in-
volved in penicillin's development to consider the
roles of uncertainty and commitment in the innova-
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About the Series

This FREE public lecture series is intended to familiarize a general audience with science that is meaningful to
our daily lives. The presenters are UC Davis scientists who are excited to share with you the science that
fascinates them. Seating is limited. Following the lecture, there will be ample time for discussions with the
scientists, while enjoying light refreshments.

Hosted by: More info:
. N __E [=] www-sf.ucdavis.edu/SAY-IT/
&m A ‘ ; UC Davis
S : Superfund
RESEARCH PROGRAM Program




